Nemaha County Jail and Sheriffs Residence 


The original one-story jail and two-story sheriff's residence was completed in 1879 by 
architect P.J. Pauley of St. Louis, Missouri. The building cost $9,965.00. The sheriff lived in 
the house and was the jail keeper. His wife cooked and did laundry for the prisoners. 

There were two rooms above the jailer’s residence that were used for the incarceration of 
female prisoners and for those prisoners that had been retained for minor offenses. The 
original three P.J. Pauley patent steel cells are each of sufficient size to accommodate four 
persons. The Pauley Brothers installed a Patent Lever Lock for maximum security. 


In 1907, a renovation to the 1879 building included enlarging the downstairs jail and adding 
P.J. Pauley cells to a second floor jail. At the same time, there was a tower and front porch 
added to the sheriffs residence, as well as two east rooms added upstairs to the sheriffs 
residence. The residence was remodeled to include an office and a kitchen with a pass- 
through to the jail cells. Shaul and Assenmacher were awarded the contract for this work. 
The entire building was rebricked with bricks from the Seneca Brick Factory. 


In 1955, the Nemaha County Commissioners decided that the cracks in the brick exterior 
were caused by the weight of the addition and thus removed the tower. In 1977, the 
Nemaha County commissioners moved the jail facilities to another location to meet new 
State requirements for jail facilities. The Nemaha County Historical Society, Inc. purchased 
the building in 1978 for use as a museum. The museum had its grand opening in July, 
1978. Quilt blocks were sold at $20 a block to raise money for the museum purchased. 
Over $7,000 was raised by three quilts. 


At that time, the Historical Society renovated the interior of the sheriff's residence and 
removed all the heating and plumbing except for the fixtures in the kitchen and lavatory. All 
of the rooms were returned to their original early 20' century style. In 2006, the building 
was accepted to the Registry of Historical Places. Since then, the front porch has been 
stabilized, the forty-nine (49) original windows have been restored, and the original exterior 
mortar and bricks have been repointed and restored. 


Annex | was built in 1994 and Annex II was built in 2001 with funds donated by Harry 
Burger, whose grandfather settled north of Seneca. The Nemaha County Historical 
Society, Inc. relies on donations, fundraisers, and grants to maintain the sheriff's residence 
and jail and to improve its displays. 


